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TO EDITORS: THE BULLETIN OF THE AMER- 
ICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION INVITES REPRINT- 
ING OF ITS ARTICLES IN WHOLE OR IN PART. 


THE MATERIAL IN THE BULLETIN IS NOT 
COPYRIGHTED. 


S THE official organ of the American 
Library Association, the Bulletin car- 
ries news of the Association, its officers, 

boards, committees, sections, and _ staff; 
addresses of conference speakers; articies 
by official representatives of the Association; 
and brief professional communications to or 
from members. Its scope does not include 
general articles on library matters unrelated 
to the Association. 


Published monthly by the American Li- 


brary Association, 520 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago. Entered as second class 
matter, January 16, 1926, at the Post Office 
at Chicago, Illinois, and additional entry at 
Crawfordsville, Indiana, under Act of Con- 
gress of August 24, 1912. Acceptance for 
mailing at special rate of postage provided 
for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1927, 
authorized on July 8, 1918. 

$3 secures 9 news numbers of the Bulletin 
and the Annual Reports; $5 secures in addi- 
tion the Handbook and Proceedings. Insti- 
tutional membership, $5 a year. Single copies 
of news issues, 25¢ each. 

Printed by R. R. Donnelley & Sons Co. 
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Hunger and poverty in children leave 
scats for the future to reckon with 
With adults the task is largely reme- 
dial. With children the watchword 
is prevention. Public machinery, such 
as public health, welfare agencies, 
educational systems, should be the 
last to be affected by measures of 
economy. Communities will need to 
take care of recreation and facilities 
for play, both public and private. 
Our libraries, our parks, museums, 
and playgrounds are important havens 
in a troubled time. Let us every- 
where be on guard against any tfe- 
trenchment which pinches the young. 
% 
WALTER S. GIFFORD 


President 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company 
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Interpretation and Use of Salary 
Statistics 


By CHARLES H. COMPTON 
Chairman, A. L. A. Committee on Salaries and Employment 


= statistics, published by the 
American Library Association, will be of 
value to librarians, depending upon how 
they are used. I can hardly imagine any- 
thing more futile than for a librarian to 
present to his board or to an appropriating 
body a table of salary statistics in the form 
in which it is published in this Bulletin. 
The question immediately arises why 
the tables are not published in a form 
so that they would be thus useful. The 
answer is that the tables would have to 
be published in a number of forms for each 
group of libraries if the libraries were 
graded according to rank of various items 
in the tables. [An illustration of how 
this can be done is found in the Bulletin 
for May, 1933.] A more potent reason 
is that the use of salary statistics is largely 
an individual problem for each librarian, 
according to the special status of his li- 
brary. In other words, the salary table 
gives some of the data that a librarian will 
need in preparing a digest of the salary 
status of the personnel of his library. 


SuGGESTED UsEs 


Some of the ways that the salary tables 
in the Bulletin should be used are sug- 
gested below: 

1. Study carefully the group of libra- 
ties in which your library falls. 
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2. Determine the rank of your library 
in each grade, e.g., children’s librarians. 
Do this for both minimums and maxi- 
mums, remembering that the head of the 
Children’s Department is not included in 
columns headed ‘Children’s Librarians,” 
but under the columns headed “Depart- 
ment Heads.” 

3. Figure the average salary paid by all 
libraries for both minimum and maximum 
in each grade. Compare this average with 
minimums and maximums paid in your 
library. 

4. Figure the average salary paid for 
all the professional assistants in each grade 
in your library. Figure the average years 
of library service and the average years of 
college for professional assistants in each 
grade. 

5. Figure the average salary paid for 
all professional assistants in all grades in 
your library, giving average years of serv- 
ice, average years of college, and average 
years of professional training. 

6. Figure average salary paid to all sub- 
professional assistants with average years 
of experience and average amount of edu- 
cation. 

7. Figure average salary for all profes- 
sional and sub-professional assistants with 
average years of service. 

8. Compare the minimum and maxi- 
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mum salaries paid to various professional 
groups such as teachers in elementary and 
high schools in your city, or other city em- 
ployees with minimum and maximum 
salaries paid to members of library staffs 
in various grades. 

The real test comes in the selection of 
the figures that will be most effective. A 
serious danger is in saying too much. A 
few figures that are significant are much 
more effective than more elaborate ones 
which busy board members will not take 
time to digest. Statistics have to be stud- 
ied, pored over, and digested if their es- 
sential message is to be transmitted. 


ILLUSTRATIVE STATEMENT © 


One example of how salary statistics 
may be used is illustrated by the following 
statement. The figures as given are for 
a hypothetical library. I have, however, 
recently prepared a similar statement, with 
entirely different figures, for presenting to 
our board the salary status of the staff of 
the St. Louis Public Library. 

This hypothetical library is divided into 
professional and sub-professional assistants. 
The qualifications for the professional staff 
are a minimum of one year of library 
school and a minimum of 2 years of college 
or its equivalent. 

The professional staff of this hypotheti- 
cal library is divided into four grades as 
follows: 

Grade D—General assistants 

Grade C—First assistants, children’s 
librarians, and catalogers 

Grade B—Branch librarians and divi- 
sion heads 

Grade A—Heads of departments 

Some facts bearing upon advisability of 
a second cut in salaries of the staff of a 
hypothetical public library are: 

1. The average salary of 55 general as- 
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sistants (Class D), with library school 
training and with an average of 34 years’ 
college, of whom 36 are college graduates, 
is $1,142, after an average of 6 years’ serv- 
ice. 

The average salary of 39 first assistants, 
children’s librarians, and _ catalogers 
(Class C) is $1,490, after an average of 
II years’ service. 

The average salary of 22 branch libra- 
rians and heads of divisions (Class B) is 
$1,879, after an average of 16 years’ serv- 
ice. 

The average salary of 12 heads of de- 
partments (Class A), after an average of 
19 years’ service, is $2,167. 

The average salary for the above 128 
members of the professional staff of this 
hypothetical library, with library school 
training and an average of 3 years’ college, 
is $1,463, after an average of 10} years’ 
experience. 

The average salary of 65 unclassified 
and clerical assistants, secretarial and 
stenographic staff, with minimum in nearly 
all cases of high school education, is $863, 
after an average of 6 years’ experience. 

The average salary of 31 shelvers, 16 
of whom are high school graduates, 
is $543, after an average of 3 years’ 
service. 

The average salary paid to the 224 in 
the above groups is $1,161, with an aver- 
age of 8 years’ service. 

2. The minimum salary for a profes- 
sionally trained assistant in the library is 
$900 yearly. The average minimum salary 
for a trained assistant in 13 American pub- 
lic libraries in cities of more than 500,000 
population is $1,253. The highest mini- 
mum salary is $1,440. This library ranks 
twelfth among the 13 libraries. 

The maximum salary being paid in this 
library for a professionally trained assist- 
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ant (Grade D) is $1,300. The average 
maximum salary for a trained assistant in 
13 American public libraries in cities of 
over 500,000 population is $1,836. The 
highest maximum salary is $2,250. This 
library ranks last among the 13 libraries. 

3. Salaries paid to teachers in the public 
schools of this city are very much higher 
than those paid to library assistants. The 
beginning salary for a grade teacher in this 
city is $1,200. The beginning salary for 
a library school graduate varies from $900 
to $1,080, according to the number of 
years of college. The maximum salary 
paid grade teachers is $2,400. The maxi- 
mum salary paid here to trained library 
assistants is $1,320; to children’s libra- 
rians, $1,680; and to branch librarians, 
$2,000. 

The beginning salary for high school 
teachers in this city is $1,440. The maxi- 
mum is $3,600, which is more than the 


highest salary paid to any head of a de- 
partment in this library. 

4. Although the cost of living has de- 
creased, many of the staff have had to 
assume added financial responsibilities be- 
cause of the depression. Definite ex- 
amples are known in a number of cases. 
Undoubtedly, there are many others. 

5. The 37 per cent increase in library 
circulation during the past two years has 
made the work exceptionally heavy, and 
it has been carried on with a smaller 
staff. 

6. Professor J. R. McGaughy, of Co- 
lumbia University, perhaps the leading 
authority on teachers’ salaries in this coun- 
try, in an address at the 1931 meeting of 
the American Library Association, said 
of library salaries: “I am sorry to say 
you must be about the worst paid profes- 
sion I have had any chance to find out 
about.” 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SALARIES 
In Cities of More than 200,000 Population 


Salaries in Effect fanuary, 19}? 


The Committee on Salaries and Employ- 
ment presents the following table of salary 
statistics of public libraries in cities of more 
than 200,000 population. This is the 
eleventh year in which statistics of this kind 
have been published in the Bulletin of the 
American Library Association, the last com- 
pilation having appeared in June, 1932. 


Same Minimums 
and Maximums 


Department heads 6 
Division heads 3 
Branch librarians 10 
First assistants 
Departments 7 
Branches 4 
Children’s librarians 5 
Catalogers 10 
Professional assistants 7 
Sub-professional assistants 6 
Total 58 


The list numbers 38, 2 less than in 
1932. The changes in minimums and maxi- 
mums for positions under headings used are 
indicated by the above table. 

The salaries of 7 librarians and 8 assistant 
librarians remained the same for 1933. 
There are 25 decreases in the salaries of li- 
brarians and 17 decreases in those of assist- 
ant librarians. 

The total number of increases for 1933 
is 33, a decrease of 71 compared with 1932. 
The total number of decreases in 1933 is 
343, an increase of 249 compared with 1932. 
There is a decrease of 91 in the number of 
salaries remaining the same for the various 
grades. 
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Thirty-four of the 38 libraries indicate 
reduction in salaries. Flat cuts range from 
5 to 174 per cent. Graduated cuts range 
from 5 to 33.9 per cent. 

Nine libraries have librarians of sub- 
branches and have not included statistics 
about them in other columns. These are 
Akron, Cincinnati, Houston, Indianapolis, 


Increase in Decrease in Increase in Decrease in 
Minimums Minimums Maximums Maximums 

I 24 2 25 

(o) 12 2 10 

2 25 I 27 

2 19 2 20 

I 13 I 13 

2 20 oO 22 

I 20 I 20 

2 22 4 19 

6 13 3 19 

7 168 16 175 

Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Queens, Syra- 
cuse, and Washington. The salaries of 
these librarians range from $180 to 
$1,920. 


Five libraries report that they have school 
librarians of elementary and junior and sen- 
ior high schools. They are Chicago, Cleve- 
land, Indianapolis, Jersey City, and Queens. 
In these cities there are 82 school librarians 
whose salaries range from $880 to $2,673; 
14 professional assistants with salaries rang- 
ing from $964 to $1,620; and 76 sub- 
professional assistants with salaries of $600 
to $1,404. 

CuHares H. Compton, Compiler, 
Public Library, St. Louis, Missouri 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SALARIES 


In Cities from 75,000 to 199,000 Population 


Salaries in E [fect 


This tabulation of salary statistics for 
public libraries in cities ranging from 75,000 
to 199,000 in population includes 38 cities. 
The last table, printed in the A. L. A. Bulle- 
tin of June, 1932, included 35 cities. Grand 
Rapids, Pasadena, Scranton, and Victoria 
have been added; Harrisburg did not supply 
figures this year. 

For the first time salary decreases greatly 
exceed the increases. Aside from the libra- 
rian and assistant librarian, the table below 
shows 50 increases and 211 decreases. The 
1932 table gave 63 increases and 60 de- 
creases. The year 1933, therefore, brings 
151 added decreases and a loss of 13 in in- 
creases. 


fanuary, 1933 


tion are those actually being paid January, 
1933, the reduction in income relates to the 
last fiscal year as was the case in the 1932 
table. In times like these, it is impossible in 
advance to be certain about the current 
year’s budget. However, reductions effective 
in 1933 are reported as follows: Albany, 
$14,848; Nashville, $10,000; Norfolk, 
$1,786; Richmond, $13,984. Doubtless other 
libraries in the list have, or will have, re- 
ductions to report. 

In addition to the personnel indicated in 
the tables, 3 libraries have school librarians 
who are members of the public library staff. 

Flint has 6 school librarians and the 
equivalent of 7? sub-professional assistants, 


Same Same Increases in Decreasesin Increasesin Decreases in 

Minimum Maximum Minimum Minimum Maximum Maximum 
Department heads II II 3 19 2 20 
Branch librarians 8 8 2 18 2 16 
Sub-branch librarians 4 2 I 8 oO 4 

First assistants 

Departments 5 6 4 15 3 9 
Branches 2 oO 2 6 4 4 
Children’s librarians 6 2 5 II 2 7 
Catalogers 5 2 2 13 I 4 
Professional assistants 7 5 5 16 3 17 
Sub-professional assistants 9 4 3 1! 6 13 
Total 57 40 7 117 23 94 


In the librarian’s column, 20 libraries give 
lower salaries than in 1932, 13 report the 
same. However, of those where the salary 
remains nominally the same, all but three 
have had a loss in actual salary because of 
voluntary donations, leave without pay, or 
a period of unpaid service. In the assist- 
ant librarian’s list, 6 of the libraries report- 
ing both years give the same salary, 11 
report a decrease. The high figure for 
librarian’s salary is $6,000, the median 
$3,960, and the low $2,500. The correspond- 
ing figures in 1932 were $6,000, $4,040, and 
$2,640. For assistant librarians this year 
the highest salary is $2,700, the median 
$2,056, and the lowest $1,500—reductions of 
$300, $254, and $120, respectively. 

Although the salaries given in the tabula- 
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all paid by the school board for nine months 
of service. The minimum salary for the li- 
brarians is $1,400, the maximum $1,740; for 
the assistants the minimum is $756, the 
maximum $1,140. 
Grand Rapids has 27 school librarians and 
7 professional assistants. ‘The minimum 
salary for the librarians is $800, the maxi- 
mum $1,700; for the assistants the mini- 
mum is $1,070, the maximum $1,610. The 
apparent inconsistency in these figures may 
be due to the fact that the librarian with the 
lowest salary has no assistant. 
Racine has one school librarian at a salary 
of $1,600. 
M. Louise Hunt, Compiler, 
Public Library, 
Racine, Wisconsin 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SALARIES 
In Cities from 25,000 to 70,000 Population 
Salaries in Effect fanuary, 1933 


This table of salary statistics is the fourth 
prepared by the Committee on Salaries and 
Employment for public libraries in cities 
from 25,000 to 70,000 population. 

These libraries represent 26 states and all 
sections of the nation. Of the 50 libraries 
contributing statistics for this compilation, 
14 asked that their data be held confidential. 

Statistics of school librarians do not ap- 
pear in the printed tabulation. Only 10 
libraries reported school librarians. Of 
these there were 28 librarians with salaries 
ranging from $1,193 to $2,520; 4 profes- 
sional assistants at $1,200 to $1,440; 144 
sub-professional assistants at $560 to $1,200. 

In the matter of annual vacations, special 
holidays, and working hours per week, the 
figures for the sub-professionals varied so 
slightly that, to conserve space, only the data 
of the professionals is printed in the intro- 
duction. Janitors’ vacations, with few ex- 
ceptions, were placed at 12 days. 


Population Served 


Re ae ee nt Cera 2,192,296 
i aid h kiss dale ees 70,504 
a a: nie ale ion 26,449 
SE Ob Kea Awaken vs ces 43,845 
Expenditures 
January, 1933 
Ae eee $2,059,263.00 
Highest per capita......... 2.21 
Lowest per capita......... 25 
CN iv ncienih anidicdbaaawe 95 
Circulation 
No. of 
Volumes 
ee ee ee ee 20,244,936 
Highest per capita......... 18.5 
Lowest per capita......... 2.0 
I i dian % ccthlec piece te 9.2 


Per Cent of Total Expenditures 
Spent on Staff Salaries 


Total expenditure............. $1,241,765 
Highest per cent............. 80% 
Lowest per cent.............. 45% 
EES Ce Pere ree 60% 


25 2 


Cost per Book Circulated 


NG ag Sin danse adie wd ae BOA ek ed $0.30 
SPE Pere Perr or eres 05 
CG tit0+orensadsinesasnbedt 13 
Volumes Circulated per Staff Member 
at eeteie beget Ak aii ara ed ie 55,626 
eo eas cae kha bes 4.k6 bE 7,438 
Te ee ee 23,669 


Data of Professional Librarians Only 


Special Work Hours Annual 

Holidays per Week Vacations 
Highest.... 12 48 31 
Lowest..... 3 36 6 
Average.... 7.04 41.28 21.4 


Salaries of Chief Librarians 
January, 1933 


EEE ey Pee tt rt on aoe $5,480 
Oa ee a 1,500 
Ry sin ckan caoeneadesaaween 2,758 
Department Heads 
Reference 
EES Fe ae et $2,750 
A fake cnesktincnana acs een 771 
0 eT ee ee EC 1,642 
Circulation 
EE ee eee rere ee $2,280 
I bake 0 ih hig ack es wd EMA 771 
EPCOT Pre Tee ee Te Tee 1,415 
Catalog 
ee ian hk isa khanna amiee $2,340 
SS sia so wiia ky ach ease en nen D 1,080 
I asia ce vied Sig carmel ia Rem 1,654 
Children’s 
Rs os nce dnwe dk uae ene enne $2,520 
5: ak a PCat 840 
Pc ccave cease atehn ee eebeee 1,623 


To achieve the utmost usefulness of these 
figures, each librarian or trustee within this 
population group should compute the figures 
of his or her own library and compare them 
with those contained in this introduction. 

James ALtonzo Howarp, Compiler, 
Public Library, Hammond, Indiana 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SALARIES 


In Cities from 5,000 to 20,000 Population 


Salaries in Effect January, 1933 


The selection of libraries included in this 
population range has been made on a basis 
of wide geographical representation and 
standards of service that would have mean- 
ing in making comparisons. Probably they 
represent a standard somewhat above the 
average, but desirable and attainable. 
Twenty-five states are represented; city, 
town, or village libraries number 26; 9 serve 
townships; 2 serve counties. 

Fifty-five replied to the questionnaire, 14 
asking that replies be held confidential. Only 
23 of the 41 libraries reporting were rep- 
resented in 1932 and 1933. A brief com- 
parison of these 23 shows that while the 
total expenditures decreased 3 per cent and 
the salaries of librarians decreased 5 per 
cent, the total paid out for all salaries in- 
creased 10 per cent. 

The smallest population represented is 
6,027, the largest 20,806. The average for 
the group is 11,992, with 16 cities under 
10,000. The smallest total expenditures 
amounted to $3,074, the largest, $36,358. 
The lowest per capita expenditure shown 
is 33.7 cents, the highest $2.66, 13 libraries 
spending $1 or more per capita. The per 
capita for all libraries is 87 cents, the same 
as in the 1931 report, although 7 cents less 
than last year. The per capita circulation 
shown is 9.62, which compares with 9.06 and 
7.63 of the previous two years. The unit cost 
of circulation dropped from 10.5 cents to 9.05 
cents, while the circulation increase for the 
23 comparable libraries was 15 per cent. 

The total expenditures for the 41 libraries 
were $428,474, of which 56 per cent, or 
$241,341, was spent for salaries. Thirty- 
four per cent of the salary expenditures went 
to pay librarians, whose salaries ranged 
from $720 to $2,700, with an average of 
$1,699, or $180 less than a year ago. One 
hundred and forty-one assistants with a 


maximum salary of $1,900 averaged $980 
each, $5 less than a year ago. Of all libra- 
ries, 42 per cent reported no reduction in 
salaries, while the reductions in the remain- 
der ranged from 23 to 60 per cent. Bank 
failures affected only 2 libraries in this list. 
One library returned $2,000 to the town. 
Fifteen children’s librarians are employed, 
4 branch librarians, and 5 catalogers. There 
are thus 117 general assistants, 17 of whom 
are listed as professional. Only 7.7 per cent 
of the expense goes to the building force, 
which ranges from $67 (Florida) to $1,944 
(Idaho). The average is $807. 

Although 16 libraries reported no cut in 
salaries, only 9 report no cuts in their in- 
come. The method used in cutting salaries 
shows that 17 gave a flat cut; 5 a graduated 
cut; while 3 reduced the vacation period. 
The income was reduced by _ various 
methods: 18 had appropriations reduced, 2 
reduced their budgets, 6 had levy reduced, 
12 suffered from uncollected taxes, 6 received 
less due to cuts in assessed valuations, and 
2 received a lower income from endow- 
ments. Only 2 libraries noted salary in- 
creases in 1932. 

Of the 41 librarians, 18 are library school 
graduates, 14 of whom have completed col- 
lege. College graduates number 21, while 
g others had one or 2 years of college. Only 
2 show experience only, one being a college 
graduate. Hours required per week are 42 
in 19 libraries; 13 require less, the least being 
33 hours; 7 require more, the most being 
48 hours. Hours for sub-professional as- 
sistants generally run about the same for 
full-time workers. As to vacations for pro- 
fessional people, only one library reports 
none, 14 give 2 weeks, 4 allow 3 weeks, and 
22 give 4 weeks. 

Louts J. BatLtey, Compiler, 
State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana 
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UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE LIBRARY SALARIES 
In Effect ‘fanuary, 1933 


In the salary table for university and 
large college libraries, 34 institutions are 
represented. Of these New England claims 
5; the middle Atlantic states, 5; the south, 3; 
the middle west, 15; the far west and Pacific 
coast, 5; and Canada, I. 

Universities and colleges are so individ- 
ualistic that it is dangerous to draw any 
general conclusions, or to summarize for the 
group as a whole. However, a few state- 
ments may be ventured. 

The returns this year show clearly the in- 
creasing effect of the depression upon sala- 
ries in the university group. Salary cuts 
were reported by 22 libraries, and 12 report 
no cut. The reductions range from 2 to 20 
per cent, with 10 per cent the most frequent. 
Eight libraries reported graduated salary 
cuts. One institution made its reduction by 
having a 2 weeks’ payless vacation for em- 
ployees receiving more than $1,200, and a 
one week’s payless vacation for assistants 
receiving $1,200 or under. 

It must be remembered that the reports 
as listed in the tables were rendered on Jan- 
uary I, 1933. Subsequent unofficial reports 


Group I 
High Low 

Department heads* 2506 1008 
Order department 

Professional 1780 864 

Sub-professional 1350 567 
Catalog department 

Professional 2160 900 

Sub-professional 1350 620 
Reference department 

Professional 2000 1080 

Sub-professional 1350 1189 
General circulation 

Professional 2120 864 

Sub-professional 1134 648 
Reserve book division 

Professional 1535 1134 

Sub-professional 1184 600 


of the action of legislatures and other ap- 
propriating bodies indicate that the full 
effect of the economic depression and the 
demand for lower taxes will be felt in the 
university budgets for the next fiscal year. 

Returns from 33 of the 34 libraries re- 
veal a total of $2,456,834, or 52.6 per cent, 
spent in the fiscal year 1931-32 for salaries 
and student wages, out of the total library 
expenditures of $4,665,107. This ratio is in 
close agreement with figures for the preced- 
ing fiscal year, 1930-31, for which period 25 
reporting libraries spent for service an ag- 
gregate of $2,102,902, or 51.2 per cent of 
the total library expenditures of $4,104,646. 

A study of the detailed salary tables shows 
the following ranges of salaries for assist- 
ants in various departments of university 
library work. For convenience, the libraries 
have been arbitrarily divided into three 
groups on the basis of total library expendi- 
tures: Group I, consisting of university li- 
braries with expenditures under $100,000; 
Group II, with expenditures from $100,000 
to $200,000; and Group III, with expendi- 
tures above $200,000. 


Group II Group III 
High Low High Low 
4500 1260 3500 1300 
2500 1026 2800 1100 
1548 648 1472 520 
2376 gi2 3250 1128 
1680 540 1500 624 
3000 780 2500 1128 
1400 900 1380 g00 
2136 950 1932 900 
1440 600 1380 676 
1860 1860 1900 900 
1200 648 1222 936 


*Salaries of assistant librarians who serve also as department heads are not included. 


RatpH M. Dunsar, Compiler, Iowa State College, Ames 
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SMALL COLLEGE LIBRARY SALARIES 
In Effect fanuary, 1933 


An increase in general library expendi- 
tures in the face of salary reductions for 
all types of library work is the outstanding 
feature shown by statistics of a cross-section 
of small college libraries this year. 

An average salary reduction of 14 per 
cent has been reported. Six librarians have 
received cuts of from 25 to 30 per cent for 
1932-33. Additional cuts include 2 short 
leaves of absence without pay, one omission 
of student assistance, 2 salaries which in- 
clude the teaching of library science and 
related subjects, a number of reduced vaca- 
tions, and one instance where 8 per cent of 
the salary is returned to the school, any 
unused part of which may be refunded at 
the end of the term. No library reports a 
salary increase since 1931. 

The library income was reduced in 20 
colleges by an average amount of $972. In 
one institution, it is dependent on student 
fees; in another, the library must bear the 
expense of janitorial and utility service this 
year; and, in a third, there is no specified in- 
come, but purchases are made as funds are 
available. 

Even greater retrenchment has been made 
among professional and student assistants. 
Two institutions use student assistants who 
work out their tuition in the library. In 
spite of reductions, however, 36 libraries 
report an average use of 3,392 hours of serv- 
ice from students this year. 

The size of the student body has a direct 
relationship to the amount of library work 
required; and those institutions examined 
report enrollment ranging from 210 to 
1,222 with an average attendance of 486. 
Sixteen schools in the group include summer 
sessions in their report. One college reports 
a 10 per cent reduction in enrollment. 

Forty-four institutions report an average 
yearly service of 11 months’ duration. No 
librarian works less than 9 months, and 
more than half the group are paid for 12 
months. In interesting correlation is the 
study of vacations, where 39 librarians re- 
port an average of 47 vacation days yearly, 
including annual and special holidays. 

The average requirement of weekly serv- 
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ice is 42 hours; the range, 37 to 60 hours per 
week. 

The staff in most libraries averages 5 full- 
time members. The average number of 
books in 44 libraries is 37,635. 

The following comparative table shows 
the status of librarians’ salaries in small 
colleges for the past four years: 


Salaries of Librarians 


1930 1931 1932 1933 
Highest.... 3000 5500 6500 6500 
Lowest..... 1112 675 900 807 
Average 

(based on 


all replies) 2028+ 2141+ 2259+ 2147+ 
Salaries of Professional Assistants 


1930 1931 1932 1933 
Highest.... 1800 1900 2600 2600 
Lowest..... 900 500 675 340 
Average 

(based on 


all replies) 1348+ 1360+ 1560+ 1334+ 
Salaries of Student Assistants, per Hour 


1930 1931-1932 1933 
Highest...... 50c 86 45 75¢ 75¢ 
Lowest....... 15¢ 15¢ 15¢c 123c 
Average 
(based on 
all replies) . 30c 31c 314¢ 30¢ 
Total Salaries 
1930 1931 1932 1933 
Highest... 7400 11,200 26,814 28,952 
Lowest.. 1678 875 840 700 
Average 
(based on 
all replies) 3822 4326+ 5369+ 4805 
Total Expenditures 
1930 1931 1932 1933 
Highest.... 16,338 23,569 45,562 47,506 
Lowest..... 3956 2100 1500 1000 
Average 
(based on 


all replies)..7898 8027+ 8134+ 8327+ 
The above facts are compiled from 44 
libraries reporting; 19 of these reports are 
held as confidential, and 25 appear on the 
accompanying tabulation. 
Lituian M. Evans, Compiler, 
Juniata College Library, 
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 
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TEACHERS COLLEGE AND NORMAL SCHOOL 


LIBRARY 


SALARIES 


In Effect ‘fanuary, 1933 


Last year in the 30 four-year teachers 
colleges, 21 reported no reductions in salary ; 
7, a reduction; and 2 did not answer. This 
year in the 38 four-year teachers colleges, 
II reported no reduction; 25, a reduction; 
and 2 did not answer. In the 6 three-year 
teachers colleges last year there were no 
reductions in salary, while this year in 5 
there were 4 reductions, and one had no 
reduction. Last year in the 3 two-year 
normal schools there was one reduction; one 
had no reduction; and one did not answer. 
This year with the same number there were 
3 reductions. In the 30 four-year teachers 
colleges last year 9 reported a reduction in 
budget; 15 no reduction; 6 did not answer. 
In the 6 three-year teachers colleges, 3 re- 
ported no reduction; 2, a reduction; one did 
not answer. In the 3 normal schools only 
one reduction was reported. This year a 
broader term, “reduction of library income,” 
has been used. A reduction was reported by 
21 four-year teachers colleges; 13 mention 
no reduction; 4 did not answer. Of the 5 
three-year teachers colleges, 3 report a re- 
duction; 2, no reduction. Of the 3 normal 
schools, one reports a reduction; 2, no re- 
duction. 

It is a question whether libraries in state 
educational institutions are slower in getting 
reductions than municipal libraries. It will 
be interesting to see if they prove slower in 
returning to previous salary schedules and 
library expenditures when economic condi- 
tions are better. 

The method of reducing salaries is about 
evenly divided between a flat cut and a 
graduated cut. Two teachers colleges re- 
ported a voluntary cut; that is, a cut not 
made by the board in charge. Budgets and 
appropriations suffer almost equally when 
library income is reduced. One librarian 
states that a cut in salaries was declared un- 
constitutional by the state supreme court, but 


that a drastic cut is scheduled at the end 
of the fiscal year. 

In the four-year teachers colleges, 23 in- 
stitutions are the same as in last year’s com- 
pilation; the salaries of 3 of the librarians 
remain the same; there are decreases in 16; 
2 librarians did not report salaries in 1933; 
and 2 have not reported for the two years. 
There are no increases. 

In the three-year courses, the librarians 
of 4 schools, the same as in last year’s com- 
pilation, have the same salary. Two normal 
schools, the same as in last year’s compila- 
tion, show a decrease. In the teachers col- 
lege libraries, four-year course, the total 
amount of salaries shows an increase in 4, 
a decrease in 15, 2 remain the same, one did 
not report in 1932, and one has not reported 
for the two years. In the three-year schools, 
there are 2 increases and one decrease, and 
one remains the same. Both normal schools 
show a decrease. 

Comparing the total expenditures in the 
teachers colleges, four-year course, there is 
an increase in 6 and a decrease in 12; one 
did not report for 1933; one did not report 
for 1932; and 2 did not report for the two 
years; one reported the same approximate 
figures for both years. In the three-year 
course, there are 2 decreases, one giving ap- 
proximate figures for both years, and one 
the same. In the normal schools, both show 
decreases. 

Questionnaires were sent to 70 teachers 
colleges and normal schools. Forty-six 
schools, the largest number ever included, 
are represented in this year’s tabulation, and 
5 have asked that their reports be kept con- 
fidential. Ten schools have been listed in 
every compilation, and 14 appear for the 
first time. 

Mary JosEepHINE Bootn, Compiler, 

Eastern Illinois State Teachers College, 

Charleston 
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JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
LIBRARY SALARIES 


In Effect ‘fanuary, 1933 


The ninth annual table for the junior and 
senior high school group includes reports 
from 44 cities, 41 of which appeared in last 
year’s tabulation. Three new names have 
been added to the list. 

Last year we were particularly fortunate 
in that the depression had not affected many 
school libraries. This year the majority of 
libraries have been forced to make reduc- 
tions. 

Only 10 of the 46 cities reported reduc- 
tions in salaries last year; 41 have reported 
them this year. Three systems only had 
not had reductions up to January 1, 1933. 
The average minimum and maximum salary 
has been lowered accordingly. For the li- 
brarian this year, the average minimum 
salary is estimated at $1,576 and the maxi- 
mum at $2,372. The actual minimum salary 
paid any librarian is $750 (in a colored 
school) ; the maximum, $4,000. 

The professional assistants receive from 
$500 to $2,945; and the sub-professional as- 
sistants, $38-$1,710. The minimum for 
the latter group is apparently paid for part- 
time service. 

The total spent for salaries for the last 
fiscal year shows a wide range: $1,620 in a 
city employing but one librarian and no as- 
sistants, and $291,174 in a system where 103 
librarians are employed at an average salary 
of $2,827. 

Reductions in income, due to a number of 
causes, were reported by 27 cities; 11 cities 
reported that no cuts had been made; and 
the remaining 6 made no statement on this 
matter. It is interesting to note that 9 of 
the cities reporting no reduction in income 
reported a reduction in salaries. 

In Joliet, Illinois, 3,100 is the number of 
students receiving high school library serv- 


ice. This figure is the lowest for any city. 
It is, of course, logical that New York City 
has the largest number, namely, 210,891. 

The student body for individual schools 
varies widely, 131 students being the mini- 
mum and 10,451 the maximum. 

The librarian’s rank has been designated 
as instructor in 21 systems, teacher in 4 
instances, administrator 4 times, head of 
department twice, and librarian twice. 
Eleven did not answer this question. 

In 7 cities reporting summer sessions, 6 
employed trained librarians, and one em- 
ployed a sub-professional assistant only. 
Birmingham, East Chicago, Jersey City, 
and Long Beach each have one librarian on 
duty; Gary and Philadelphia, 4; while Den- 
ver does not specify the number. The salary 
range for librarians during the summer 
sessions is $150 to $423. Bridgeport and 
Gary employ sub-professional assistants. 

Paid student assistants are used by Birm- 
ingham, Erie, New Bedford, and Spokane. 

In the majority of cities the months of 
service required of the librarian are the 
same as for the teachers. The average 
hours of service per week are estimated at 
35- 

Saturday is usually a free day. In sev- 
eral cities, however, a  sub-professional 
assistant is on duty at least part of the 
day. 

The annual vacation for the professional 
staff is from 10 to 78 days; for the sub- 
professional, 10 to 26 days. From 3 to 40 
special holidays are allowed the professional 
staff; and 4 to 18, the sub-professional as- 
sistants. 

Gertrupe D. May, Compiler, 
Soldan High School Library, 
St. Louis, Missouri 
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DEFINITIONS USED IN COMPILING 
SALARY FIGURES 


Public Libraries 

1. A “division” is a subdivision of a de- 
partment. A division head is under im- 
mediate direction of the department head 
rather than under the librarian. 

2. “Branch librarians” are those in charge 
of an auxiliary library having its own perma- 
nent collection of books, either occupying a 
separate building or housed in one or more 
rooms in a school, park or field house, social 
settlement, parish house, rented store, etc., 
and administered as an integral part of the 
library system, i.e., by a paid staff. The 
hours of opening for branches approximate 
those of the central library. (Used for 
public libraries in cities of 75,000 population 
or more.) 

3. “Branch librarians” devote full time to 
the management of an auxiliary library hav- 
ing its own permanent collection of books, 
either occupying a separate building or 
housed in one or more rooms in a school, 
park or field house, social settlement, parish 
house, rented store, etc., and administered as 
an integral part of the library system, i.e., 
by a paid staff. Branches have at least one 
full-time librarian. (Used for public li- 
braries in cities of less than 75,000 popula- 
tion. ) 

4. A “sub-branch” is a branch in which 
the hours of opening do not approximate 
those of the central library or the regular 
branches. Librarians are estimated in terms 
of full-time assistants, i.e., four sub-branches 
may be served by one librarian. Those 
counted elsewhere are not included. 

5. “Children’s librarians” include only 
those in charge of children’s rooms or of 
children’s work in extension departments, 
who have had special training or sufficient li- 
brary experience to qualify them for this 
classification. The head of a children’s de- 
partment is included under “Department 
Heads.” 

6. “Catalogers” include only those ac- 
tually doing expert cataloging and do not in- 
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clude typists or others doing clerical or 
routine work in the catalog department. 
The head of a catalog department is in- 
cluded under “Department Heads.” 

7. “Professional assistants” include those 
who have had a minimum of one year of 
library school training; or who have had 
successful experience equivalent to such 
training, provided that they are holding posi- 
tions equal in standing and importance. 

8. “Sub-professional assistants” include 
only those who perform under supervision 
prescribed details of simple routine work, 
carry on the elementary processes in the 
library, or are engaged in clerical work. 
They may have had brief elementary train- 
ing or have qualified through satisfactory 
substitute or other experience for this class. 
No assistants without high school certificates 
are included. Assistants paid on an hourly 
basis, such as shelvers and student assistants, 
are not included here. 

g. “School librarians” devoting their full 
time to libraries in junior or senior high 
schools only are included. Those who serve 
both schools and public in branch libraries 
located in school buildings, librarians who 
give part-time service to school libraries 
conducted as sub-branches, stations, or de- 
posits of the public library, or members of 
the public library staff who work with 
schools but do not serve students directly 
in school libraries are omitted. If school 
librarians and their assistants serve the 
public also, they are entered as branch 
librarians, professional assistants, or sub- 
professional assistants respectively. 

10. “Vacations” are estimated in number 
of working days, omitting Sundays and 
special holidays, i.e., one month is estimated 
as twenty-six working days, and two weeks 
as twelve working days. 

11. Special compensation is not construed 
to mean equal pay or equal time allowed 
off for this work, but any additional com- 
pensation allowed for it. 
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School and College Libraries 

12. “Professional assistants” include 
those members of the staff of a university or 
college library who have: 

a. A bachelor’s degree, with one year of 
professional education; or 

b. A bachelor’s degree, with not less than 
three years of experience in a scholarly li- 
brary of fifty thousand volumes or more; or 

c. An informal education considered by 
the librarian as the real equivalent of four 
years of college work, plus five years’ experi- 
ence in a scholarly library of fifty thousand 
volumes or more. This provision is to take 
care of those already in the profession who 
are performing duties which require a 
knowledge of books and library technique 
as taught in a library school or gained 
from equivalent library experience. Later 
additions to the professional group should 
meet requirements (a) or (b). 

13. “Professional assistants” include those 
members of the staff of a small college li- 
brary who have: 

a. A bachelor’s degree, with one year of 
professional education; or 

b. A bachelor’s degree which includes one 
year of professional education in the four 
years which lead to the bachelor’s degree; or 

c. (1) An education considered by the li- 
brarian as the real equivalent of four years’ 
college work, plus one year of professional 
education; or 

(2) An informal education equivalent 
to four years of college work, plus five years 
of experience in a library of recognized pro- 
fessional standing. The provisions of (c) 
are to take care of those already in the pro- 
fession. Later additions to the groups should 
meet requirements (a) or (b), as other 
members of the college faculty are required 
to do. 

14. “Professional assistants” include those 
members of the staff of a teachers college 
or normal school library who have: 

a. A bachelor’s degree, with one year of 
professional education; or 

b. A bachelor’s degree, with not less than 
three years’ experience in a library of recog- 
nized professional standing; or 
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c. An informal education considered by 
the librarian as the real equivalent of four 
years of college work, plus five years’ experi- 
ence in a library of recognized professional 
standing. This provision is to take care of 
those already in the profession. Later addi- 
tions to the professional group should meet 
requirements (a) or (b). 

15. “Professional assistants” include those 
members of the staff of a junior or senior 
high school library who have: 

a. A bachelor’s degree, with one year of 
professional education; or 

b. A bachelor’s degree which includes one 
year of professional education in the four 
years which lead to the bachelor’s degree; or 

c. (1) An education considered by the li- 
brarian as the real equivalent of four years 
of college work, plus one year of professional 
education; or 

(2) An informal education equivalent 
to four years of college work, plus five years 
of experience in a library of recognized pro- 
fessional standing. ‘The provisions of (c) 
are to take care of those already in the pro- 
fession. Later additions to the groups should 
meet requirements (a) or (b), as other 
members of the high school faculty are re- 
quired to do. 

16. “Sub-professional assistants.” See 
definition 8 under “Public Libraries.” 

17. “School librarians.” See definition 9 
under “Public Libraries.” 

18. A college library, in a university sys- 
tem, is a collection of books related to the 
work of the particular college and ad- 
ministered either separately or as a part of 
the university library. Group libraries, 
such as those of biological sciences or social 
sciences, are included here. 

19. A departmental or seminar library is 
a collection attached to a department of in- 
struction which forms a part of a college 
administration. Such a collection may be 
housed either within or without the central 
building. 

20. “Vacations.” 
“Public Libraries.” 

21. “Special compensation.” See defini- 
tion 11 under “Public Libraries.” 


See definition 10 under 














‘Current Problems in Public 


Library Finance” 


Reviewed by GEORGIE G. McAFEE 


“The Cultivation of the Mind of the Nation for the Creation, Selec- 
tion, and Application of New Productive Ideas Is the 
Most Profitable of All Uses of Revenue” 


URRENT problems in public 
library finance* is preéminently the book 
of the hour for the library profession. It 
contains the essence of the original plan 
for a carefully and logically developed 
volume on the business administration of 
libraries. Mounting crises in the library 
world, however, indicated the necessity 
for speed. The American Library Associ- 
ation sponsored this work in the spirit of 
an emergency war-time measure. Libra- 
rians the country over have cause to be 
grateful for the practical help which was 
so swiftly and competently assembled by 
seven well known librarians. 

The experiences of the past two years 
have been curiously isolating. With 
diminishing budgets, librarians are in 
danger of losing right perspectives. "This 
volume comes at a most opportune mo- 
ment to clarify situations, to interpret 
failures and successes, and to report find- 
ings. 

The book is clear, fearless, and very 
definite. It presents the whole question 
of library support in its relation to other 


LT 
gp tblished by the A. L. A. Edited by Carl Vitz. 


1360p. Heavy paper: single copy, $1.25; 5 or more 
copies, $1 each; postpaid. ; ; 
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public expenses. It is strong also in es- 
sential details. From sources of income, 
skilled publicity, and governmental rela- 
tionships, to economy in office supplies 
and discussion of labor-saving devices, the 
book is full of practical information. 
While this information is definite, the 
general treatment is such as to encourage 
individual libraries to make constructive 
analysis of local situations and to adapt 
the facts to local requirements. 

A special value lies not only in the 
proved facts and tested policies which 
have been gathered, but also in the tenta- 
tive policies and exploratory ideas which 
provoke constructive thought. It is these 
which suggest that revision will be neces- 
sary within a comparatively short time. 

Again, the book marks a new departure 
in that it presents the trustee as actual, 
not theoretical, co-partner. In the able 
Preface written by Mr. Michael F. Gal- 
lagher, chairman of the Trustees Section 
of the American Library Association, this 
active relationship is recognized as a vital 
factor in library progress. 

A trustee of the Lima (Ohio) Public 
Library, who is president of the Ohio 
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Library Trustees Association, Mr. James 
J. Weadock, Jr., says of the volume: 


Current problems in public library finance 
is a timely and noteworthy achievement by 
the American Library Association, especially 
today when our problems have ceased to be 
local and have become national in scope in 
so far as the future healthy existence of 
tax supported libraries is concerned. For 
our present enlightenment, every librarian 
should urge upon the board of trustees the 
necessity of reading this excellent work pre- 
pared by those vitally interested in the 
preservation of the public library for the 
American people. 


Throughout, discussions rest on the 
confident belief that the library has been 
tried before the bar of public opinion and 
has met the test. It assumes that the 


great masses of men and women who have 
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turned to books in recent times will not 
be lost as readers and that greater leisure 
in the future will demand greater 
resources in library income and _person- 
nel. 

The compilers recognize the necessity 
for adequate library laws which will re- 
sult in improvement and expansion of 
service far above present levels. A favor- 
able and articulate public opinion is seen 
as the most direct means to this end. 

The contributors are the following: 
Carl Vitz; Samuel H. Ranck; Frank 
Leland Tolman; Clarence E. Sherman; 
Orlando C. Davis; Ida F. Wright; John 
Boynton Kaiser. 

Current problems in public library 
an opportune and_ valuable 
guide for all librarians and trustees of 
public libraries. 


finance is 
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Guide to Study of Foreign Governments 


By AUGUSTUS FREDERICK KUHLMAN 
Chairman, A. L. A. Public Documents Committee 


HE recently published List of serial 
publications of foreign governments, 
1815-1931," represents another biblio- 
graphical landmark for which the Ameri- 
can Library Association deserves consider- 
able credit. In 1926 the Executive Board 
of the Association appointed a committee 
to consider the preparation of such a 
union list. Then committees representing 
the American Council of Learned Societies 
and the National Research Council joined 
the A. L. A. committee in a request to 


*Edited by Winifred Gregory for the American 
Council of Learned Societies, the American Library 
Association, and the National Research Council. 
N. Y., H. W. Wilson Co., 1932. 720p. Sold on 
service basis. 


the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial 
for funds. These were granted and sup- 
plemented later by the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation. The compilation and editing of 
the List were turned over to the A. L. A. 
committee, with James Thayer Gerould 
as chairman. Winifred Gregory was 
made editor. 

The official serial publications of the 
foreign national governments and of their 
self-governing states constitute the scope 
of this new list. The material is grouped 
by countries, and under each country titles 
are grouped alphabetically by the issuing 
office. 


Bibliographical information such 
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as terminal dates, whether current or ex- 
tinct, series, variations in title, and the 
holdings of eighty-five codperating libra- 
ries are shown in so far as possible for 
each title. 

The wealth and variety of sources dis- 
closed by this new list become obvious 
if one examines, say, the section for Eng- 
land. Here one finds the primary sources 
for the study of agriculture, aeronautics, 
banking, botany, city planning, chemi- 
cal research (industrial), commerce, 
communication, criminology, education, 
engineering, geography, geology, inter- 
national relations, labor problems, public 
finance, law, justice, public health, pro- 
hibition, public utilities, military and 
naval activities, social work, and transpor- 
tation. Not only are the basic official 
sources for these subjects listed, but the 
scholar is also shown in which American 
libraries they can be found. While the 
content of the volume relates primarily 
to data in which social scientists are in- 
terested, nevertheless a goodly number of 
titles will interest researchers in the bi- 
ological and physical sciences, both pure 
and applied. 

Scholars and librarians will find this 
new list most helpful in selecting and plan- 
ning their acquisitions. It should also 
prove useful as a basis for planning re- 
gional codperation among libraries that 
want to agree upon a division of labor in 
building up competent collections of these 
documents. Its usefulness in ordering 
documents, in cataloging new entries, in 
recording receipts on the serial record, 
and as a guide in reference and interlibrary 
loan activities are obvious to librarians. 

To present the serial publications of 
foreign governments as Miss Gregory has, 
in view of the paucity of bibliographical 
information for the publications of many 
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of these governments and in the absence 
of convenient manuals describing func- 
tionally and historically in detail the 
administrative organization of the govern- 
ments included, has been a_ difficult 
undertaking. For these serials are the 
record of governmental functions and 
structures, either extinct or active. To 
present them in an organic and meaning- 
ful way implies a reconstruction of those 
functions and structures so as to show the 
relationships that have existed or that 
now prevail. The difficulties become more 
obvious if we realize that 40 per cent 
of the titles listed by Miss Gregory are 
extinct. To codrdinate these “dead” 
titles with the “living” ones presupposes a 
vast fund of knowledge in regard to the 
historical sequences and functional rela- 
tions of issuing branches of the various 
governments which does not exist. 

The writer agrees with Mr. Gerould, 
who says: 


In the compilation of this list, the editor 
has broken ground; and that the task has 
been accomplished at all has been due to her 
indefatigable industry, her ingenuity and 
tact in securing the information from off- 
cials, and her skill in presenting it in ordered 
form. In no single country did there exist 
anything approaching an official list on which 
she could build. 


Now that a first edition is available, 
steps can easily be taken to perfect it and 
to keep it up to date by revision, through 
the codperation of scholars, librarians, and 
public officials. Such codperation is also 
needed to initiate certain other biblio- 
graphical projects which deal with of- 
ficial publications falling beyond the scope 
of this union list, such as (1) indexes to 
the contents of the publications of many 
foreign governments, especially of France 
and of most of the South American repub- 
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lics; (2) bibliographies of significant non- 
serial documents and _ publications of 
foreign governments; (3) bibliographies 
of the publications and documents of the 
leading international organizations; and 
(4) monthly, quarterly, or annual check- 
lists to current publications of govern- 
ments that play a significant role in world 
politics. Ideally, these projects should 
be sponsored by the respective issuing 
governments and organizations. It is 
probable that such a goal might be achieved 
if scholars and librarians brought pres- 
sure to bear upon public officials, through 
appropriate international and diplomatic 
machinery as well as through the learned 
societies, in those foreign countries for 
whose publications more adequate check- 
lists, bibliographies, and indexes to con- 
tents of official publications are needed. 

Scholars and librarians are greatly in- 
debted to the foundations that so gener- 
ously supported the preparation of the 
List of serial publications of foreign gov- 
ernments, to Mr. Gerould and his com- 
mittee, and particularly to Miss Gregory 
for this contribution to the bibliographical 
world. The task could not have been un- 
dertaken at a more propitious time. It 
was launched when funds could be gen- 
erously supplied by foundations interested 
in the development of the social sciences 
and immediately after the mechanical and 
bibliographical experience had been ac- 
quired that was needed to make this un- 
dertaking feasible. 

Moreover, an unprecedented condition 
has developed in world politics, which has 
a bearing upon the immediate usefulness 
of the list. Modern science, industry, 
transportation, and communication have 
made of the whole world one vast inter- 
related and interdependent community, in 
which the national governmental machin- 


ery represents a medium through which to 
adjust competing, conflicting, or symbiotic 
economic interests within and between na- 
tions. In fact, political processes represent 
the main trunk lines through which the 
economic needs of mankind are met. This 
new web of economic and political proc- 
esses; the spread of literacy; the almost 
world-wide enfranchisement; and the ef- 
ficacy of the daily press, radio, and cable 
have created a new and vast popular in- 
terest in the activities of foreign govern- 
ments to meet those needs. 

To provide for this growing interest 
a better understanding of the grave and 
acute problems of democracies and repub- 
lics and to find for the social sciences a 
sounder basis, American social scientists 
have, since the World War, been striving 
for a new orientation in their disciplines— 
an orientation based upon research and 
facts rather than authority. Here is one 
essential guide for such research. 


SINAN 


Century of Progress Road Maps 


Lisrary patrons, as well as libra- 
rians, who plan to come by automobile to 
the Century of Progress exposition in 
Chicago may be interested in a folder 
containing five successively enlarged road 
maps, with information pertinent to each 
stage of the trip, which has been prepared 
especially for those who will drive to the 
fair. A large map shows an area around 
Chicago of about five hundred miles’ 
radius. Other maps show the fair grounds 
and the official Century of Progress 
marked highway system, which extends 
about seventy-five miles from Chicago. 

Copies of the folder may be obtained 
from Goes Lithographing Company, 42 
West Sixty-first Street, Chicago, at fifteen 
cents each. 





‘ 


-_~_ ae 





DIP D> DPD KO Ke KK KE 


A. L. A. NEWS 


DPD? DP DH KO KO KO KE 


Public Administration Study 


Part of the public administration 
study proposed last summer by a joint com- 
mittee of the American Library Association 
and the Social Science Research Council 
is now assured, through a grant of $20,000 
made by the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York to the Graduate Library School of 
the University of Chicago. 

Louis Round Wilson, dean of the school, 
has asked the A. L. A. representatives on 
the original committee—Clarence B. Les- 
ter, Milton James Ferguson, and Carleton 
B. Joeckel—to act in an advisory capacity 
in the making of the study. He has also 
enlisted the codperation of the Division of 
Social Sciences of the University of Chi- 
cago and the group of public administra- 
tion organizations near the university 
campus. 

Dr. Wilson proposes that the study ex- 
amine the following questions: 

1. To describe the existing situation 
with regard to typical forms of public li- 
brary control, support, and expense. 

2. To determine the nature and scope 
of the public library’s services to the entire 
adult population of typical communities. 

3. To determine standard costs for li- 
brary operations that may be studied as 
units. 

4. To evaluate the more important types 
of special boards and special tax levies for 
library support. 

5. To determine the best political unit 
for support of library service in rural areas 
of selected types. 
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6. To evaluate library service for 
schools. 


Saying It with Checks 


Tue value of a strong professional 
organization at a time when a tidal wave 
of retrenchment threatens the essential 
services of libraries seems to be apparent 
to the librarians and friends of libraries 
who hold A. L. A. sustaining and contrib- 
uting memberships. An expression of 
appreciation for the Association’s efforts 
to aid libraries in a crisis almost as great 
as the war is doubly effective when backed 
up by a substantial check to be used, as one 
contributor said, “to give more power to 
your elbow.” 

In the face of present conditions it be- 
comes increasingly important that the 
A. L. A. special membership income be 
maintained, not only to keep faith with 
the donor of the endowment fund, but to 
prevent some of the Association’s most 
important services from being seriously 
impaired. While the half million of new 
endowment should yield approximately 
$20,000 in 1933, revenue from other 
sources was nearly $50,000 less in 1932 
due to causes already known to A. L. A. 
members. New recruits—as well as re- 
newals—are needed to fill the gaps of 
lapses due to deaths and overwhelming 
financial reverses. 

In spite of bank holidays and other 
difficulties, many examples of staunch sup- 
port are evidenced in the special member- 
ship renewals which have come in. Typical 
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of this is the renewal of three sustain- 
ing memberships held by the Library of 
Congress staff. As a result of unusual 
interest and advance action, the $300 was 
already collected when the renewals came 
due. 

The various means employed by 
libraries to raise money for special mem- 
berships show ingenuity as well as loyalty 
and a fine spirit of codperation. Space 
permits mention of only two. 

With a cut of 15 per cent in its budget, 
one library found it impossible to renew 
its contributing membership. After a con- 
ference of heads of departments, it was de- 
cided to raise the money by a “benefit 
bridge.” The board of trustees and staff 
joined in the enterprise and a check for 
renewal was the result. 

Another library reports that staff dues 
of ten cents a month, covering flowers, 
gifts, parties, and A. L. A. contributing 
membership dues, are paid semi-annually. 
These dues are paid by all staff members, 
including pages and other part-time 
workers, except that any staff member who 
works less than twenty hours a week pays 
only five cents a month. The dues are 
collected by the staff representative of 
each department and turned over to the 
secretary-treasurer. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made of 
the following new or renewed A. L. A. 
special memberships: 


















American Social Hygiene Association; 
Jones Library, Incorporated, Amherst, 
Massachusetts; D. Appleton and Company, 
New York City; Baker and Taylor Com- 
pany, New York City; Mr. and Mrs. D. S. 
Blossom, Cleveland, Ohio; Chester C. Bol- 
ton, Cleveland, Ohio; George P. Brett, Jr., 
New York City; British Columbia Library 
Association; Bryn Mawr College Library, 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania; California 
Library Association; California School Li- 
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brary Association, Southern Section; Chi- 
cago Regional Group of Catalogers and 
Classifiers; University of Chicago Graduate 
Library School; University of Chicago Li- 
braries; Association of the Columbia School 
of Library Service and Its Predecessors, 
New York City; F. E. Compton and Com- 
pany, Chicago; Library of Congress staff, 
Washington, D. C.; Gratia A. Countryman, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Friends of Reading of the Dayton (Ohio) 
Public Library; Cleveland E. Dodge, New 
York City; Duke University Library, Dur- 
ham, North Carolina; East Cleveland 
(Ohio) Public Library staff; East Orange 
(N. J.) Free Public Library; Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, Incorporated, New York City; 
Evanston (Ill.) Public Library; F. W. 
Faxon Company, Boston, Massachusetts; 
Henry Fletcher, New York City; Florida 
Library Association; Gaylord Brothers, 
New York City; Georgia Library Associa- 
tion; Albert W. Harris, Chicago; H. R. 
Huntting Company, Incorporated, Spring- 
field, Massachusetts; Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs; Lake Forest (IIl.) Public 
Library; Little, Brown and Company, Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts; A. C. McClurg and 
Company, Chicago; Angus S. Macdonald, 
Jersey City, New Jersey; McGill University 
Library, Montreal, Quebec; McGill Uni- 
versity Library School, Montreal, Quebec; 
Tracy W. McGregor, Washington, D. C.; 
Macmillan Company, New York City; Ed- 
ward Mallinckrodt, Jr., St. Louis, Missouri; 
Marshall and Isley Bank, Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin; Emily V. D. Miller, Chicago; 
Minneapolis (Minn.) Public Library; J. 
Pierpont Morgan, New York City 

Carnegie Library, Nashville, Tennessee; 
New England School Library Association; 
New York Public Library; Frank B. Noyes, 
Washington, D. C.; Theodore W. Noyes, 
Washington, D. C.; Adolph S. Ochs, New 
York City; Oxford University Press, New 
York City; Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; Pittsburgh (Pa.) Library 
Club; Racine (Wis.) Public Library Staff 
Association; Frederick R. Ross, Denver, 
Colorado; St. Louis (Mo.) Public Library; 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York City; 
Toronto (Ont.) Public Library; University 
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of Virginia Library; Wesleyan University 
Library, Middletown, Connecticut; Ger- 
trude B. Whittemore, Naugatuck, Connecti- 
cut; Elizabeth T. Williams, Montpelier, 
Vermont; John C. Winston Company, 
Philadelphia; Purd B. Wright, Kansas City, 


Missouri. 


Favor Regional Demonstration 


Representatives of southern li- 
braries and others interested in education 
in the south held a meeting at Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina, April 6, preceding 
the conference of southern leaders (May, 


1933, Bulletin, p. 219), and passed the 
following resolution : 


This group is interested in a demonstra- 
tion of library services in an area larger 
than one county. It is hoped that the Pres- 
ident’s Tennessee Valley program for social 
and economic improvement will include li- 
brary service as a feature of the community 
program. We, therefore, look with interest 
on the Tennessee Valley project and believe 
that the first step is the assembling of facts 
and the preparation of a tentative program. 
We favor the idea of a similar demonstra- 


tion of library service in any other suitable 
region. 


School Scrapbook Exhibit 


Susy ECT scrapbooks, in each of which 
will be assembled a variety of materials 
illustrative of some important phase of 
school library work, will be exhibited by 
the A. L. A. School Libraries Section at 
the conference in Chicago next October. 
The section’s Exhibit and Contact Com- 
mittee, of which Marie M. Hostetter is 
chairman, urges school librarians to send 
materials relating to the specific subjects 
listed to the chairmen in charge of the 
respective scrapbooks. This should be done 
before the summer vacation begins, in 
order that the chairmen may organize the 
scrapbooks during the summer. 

The subjects selected for the scrapbooks 
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and the chairmen in charge are as follows: 
How We Get Pupils to Read, Edna Eliza- 
beth Gustafson, West High School Li- 
brary, Denver, Colorado; How We Teach 
Pupils to Use Books and Libraries, Anna 
C. McCague, Technical High School Li- 
brary, Omaha, Nebraska; How the School 
Library Codperates with School Clubs and 
School Organizations, Jessie E. Boyd, Fre- 
mont High School Library, Oakland, Cali- 
fornia; An Exchange of Ideas for Book 
Week, Mrs. Claire B. Graham, Hume- 
Fogg High School Library, Nashville, 


Tennessee. 


Please Note 


Arrention is called to two correc- 
tions in the “Comparative Statistics for 
1932 of Public Libraries in Cities of More 
than 200,000 Population” in the May, 
1933, Bulletin. On p. 226, the circulation 
per capita for Memphis should be 5.44, 
and, on p. 227, the expenditures for Seattle 
should be $333,951.31. 

In view of the fact that favorable com- 
ments on the arrangement of the statistics 
have been received, we should like to make 
acknowledgment to Judson Toll Jen- 
nings, Public Library, Seattle, Wash- 
ington, whose arrangement of the 1931 
statistics in this form suggested the idea. 


Will Represent A. L. A. 


J. Curistian Bay, librarian, John 
Crerar Library, Chicago; Arthur Elmore 
Bostwick, librarian, Public Library, St. 
Louis, Missouri; and Joseph L. Wheeler, 
librarian, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 


Baltimore, Maryland, have accepted in- 
vitations to represent the American Li- 
brary Association at the meeting of the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science to be held in Chicago, 
June 19 to 30. 
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College Library Budgets 
To the Editor: 


A correlation of recent research material 
on library budgets, made for the Mus- 
kingum College Library, may be of value to 
librarians of other small colleges. 

The following proportions of college in- 
come to be spent on the library are shown: 


9.3%—Randall, W. M. The college li- 
brary. A. L. A. and Univ. of Chicago 
press, 1932. p. 14. 

7.0%—A. L. A. School Libraries Com- 
mittee. School Library Yearbook, No. 5. 
A. L. A., 1932. p. 33. “For colleges hav- 
ing less than 1000 ‘full time’ students.” 

6.0%—Leonard, R. J., and others. Sur- 
vey of higher education for the United 
Lutheran Church in America. Teachers 
College, Columbia Univ., 1929. v. 1, p. 623. 

5.43%—Rosenlof, G. W. Library re- 
port. In Tenth Yearbook, American As- 
sociation of Teachers Colleges. p. 145. 
1931. Average for 122 of 133 schools re- 
porting. 

5.0%*—N. C. A. Committee on Library 
Standards. Progress report. North Cen- 
tral Association Quarterly 6:249, Dec., 
1931. 

4.9%—A. L.A. Survey of libraries in the 
United States. A. L. A., 1926. v. I, p. 
211. (Quotation of Dr. Theodore W. 
Koch’s inquiry—16 university libraries.) 

4.5-5.0%—Reeves, F. W., and others. The 
liberal arts college. Univ. of Chicago press, 
1932. p. 161. 

4.0%—U. S. Office of Education. 
of land-grant colleges and _ universities. 
Bulletin 1930, no. 9. v. 1, p. 709. (Sug- 
gestion under “Recommended.” ) 

4.0%—A. L. A. Committee on Classi- 
fication of Library Personnel. Budgets, 
classification and compensation plans for 
university and college libraries. A. L. A., 
1929. p. 13. 


*Median figure. 


Survey 
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The following proportions in division of 
funds are shown: 
1. A. L. A. Committee on Classification 
of Library Personnel. Op. cit. p. 18. 
Salaries and wages (includes “bal- 
ance to be alloted as needed to 
raise items above minimum ;” com- 


SURED oa ddatiiwee sven en ee 60% 
Books, periodicals, and binding 
| reer ee 40% 


2. Lewis, W. P. Results of question- 
naire in “New England College Libraries.” 
Library Journal 51: 576, June 15, 1926. 

I 6 ciate iti agi nlewisn OMA 56% 

Books, periodicals, and binding... 38% 

Labor, supplies, and incidentals... 6% 

3. N. C. A. Committee on Library Stand- 


ards. Op. cit. p. 249. 
Salaries and wages.............. 58%* 
Books and periodicals (includes 

NR, AED ig nics au caailionen 34% 

Supplies and printing........... 4% 
PMI oe. 5.550:5:5 Siasieraahle 3% 
Maiacellameeus: .kcsccicciccsases 1% 
4. Randall, W. M. Op. cit. pp. 5, 27, 

19. 


Average yearly expenditure, $9,100 
Salaries (average salary expendi- 


ture, $5,500; computed)........ 60% 
Books (average expenditure for 
books, $3,900; computed)....... 42% 


5. Rosenlof, G. W. Library facilities 
of teacher-training institutions. Teachers 
College, Columbia Univ., 1929. p. 153- 

Salaries and wages. .........++ 55% 

Books (includes periodicals, 5%; 

and binding and repairs, 5%) 35% 

Incidentals (includes new equip- 

ment, 3%; library supplies, 2%; 
printing and publications, 2%; 
travel, 1%; etc.)........eee 10% 

Mr. Rosenlof’s figures also appear in 
several other publications. 

(Mrs.) Grace McCiananan, Librarian, 

Muskingum College Library 
New Concord, Ohio 
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Directory of Chicago Libraries 


To Librarians: 


The Chicago Library Club is publishing 
a Directory of libraries in the Chicago area, 
which will be ready for distribution on May 
20. It is the first directory issued for 
Chicago since 1918 and will contain about 
one hundred and seventy-five pages with no 
advertisements, including a directory of 
about five hundred libraries, a full subject 
index showing the field covered by each li- 
brary or its special collections, and histories 
and historical rosters of officers of all local 
library organizations. 

Librarians visiting Chicago either for the 
Century of Progress exposition, or the Fifty- 
fifth Annual Conference of the American 
Library Association to be held October 16 
to 21, should find the new directory espe- 
cially useful. 

Because of present economic conditions, 
there will be a very limited edition and no 
reissue. It will be sold at cost, sixty cents 
postpaid. Anyone desiring one or more 
copies please send order at once with re- 
mittance to the undersigned. 

Jerome K. Witcox, Associate Reference 

Librarian, John Crerar Library 
86 East Randolph Street, 

Chicago 


Regarding the Unemployed 
To the Editor: 


A woman architect in an American city 
was recently asked if she could give some 
work to a deserving unemployed seamstress. 
She replied that she already had a seam- 
stress who took care of her needs, but that 
she had a considerable collection of books 
and no sort of record showing what she 
had. She suggested that the seamstress 
make a catalog of the books, “which she 
did,” said the architect, “beautifully!” 

There were no doubt many unemployed 
librarians in that city who would have been 
only too glad of such an opportunity and 
who could have done the work at least as 
well as the seamstress did. 

Even in these times, there may be pro- 
fessional people and others who would like 
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to have a catalog made of their private 
collections and would be willing to pay 
something for having it done. Is there any 
way in which such work could be located 
and given to unemployed librarians? There 
must be some way of using publicity to 
secure such a result. It would doubtless 
be best obtained by the efforts of local 
groups, as the conditions would vary in 
different localities. There would not be 
much use in having any individual or group 
of librarians advertise in the daily papers, 
as it is unlikely that persons who might be 
induced to have their libraries cataloged 
would ever see the advertisement. Many 
of these persons are not conscious of any 
need for cataloging their books and should 
have their attention called to the advantages 
of such a project. 

The rare cases who inquire at the public 
library for someone to do such cataloging 
are apt to be snapped up by the girls at 
the charging desk, who are glad to make a 
little extra money. They may know noth- 
ing of cataloging, but they go to the Cata- 
log Department for assistance. Perhaps, 
in the present emergency, they might be per- 
suaded to let the unemployed have a chance. 

At any rate, if there is such work to be 
had, cannot some of the library agencies 
manage to get it for those who sorely need 
it? 




























BeRTHA KATHERINE Krauss 
(an unemployed cataloger) 
Claremont Colleges, 
Claremont, California 


Community Book Talks 
To the Editor: 


For five years the public library at Harris- 
burg has held book talks during the winter, 
about four each year. A chairman—the 
librarian or a member of the library board 
—introduces the speaker, makes any ex- 
planations or announcements, and conducts 
the discussion following the review. Some- 
times the group refuses to be drawn into 
a discussion, even at the mention of an in- 
flammatory subject. At other times little 
effort on the part of the chairman produces 
results. The book reviewed and allied sub- 
jects may be the point of departure, but 
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there is no way of estimating where or on 
what subject it will end. Men join in the 
discussions much more readily than women. 

The types of books selected have varied, 
as have also the speakers. The first book 
was John Brown’s body, which was new 
then. It was reviewed, and ably, by an 
automobile dealer with a passion for history 
and some appreciation of literary style. 
Biography, travel, science, occasionally fic- 
tion have been used. Biography lends itself 
easily to this purpose and has been popular. 
When All quiet on the western front and 
Journey's end were attracting so much at- 
tention, they were reviewed together. The 
books discussed are usually new, but that is 
not considered necessary. 

The speakers have, with one exception, 
been local. They have, of course, been 
readers, but they were not trained speakers. 
They have included teachers, engineers, a 
banker, a lumber dealer, lawyers, and 
others. 

Judging from subsequent comment, the 
evenings most enjoyed were: one spent on 
Green hell, reviewed by a mining engineer 
from South America; one on New Russia’s 
primer, reviewed by an engineer just re- 
turned from two years under contract with 
soviet Russia; one on The marks of an 
educated man, reviewed by the superintend- 
ent of city schools, and one on Good earth, 
reviewed by an author. The evening which 
aroused the most enthusiasm of all was that 
devoted to an economics forum, which 
was an alteration of the usual program to 
include four books of current interest, re- 
viewed briefly to indicate what might be 
read to learn something about the most 
complex questions of the day. The forum 
drew the largest and most wide-awake 
audience, and the discussion following was 
more than ordinarily brisk. 

Some of the other books used were: 
Shadows on the rock; Anna Karenina; 
Queen Elizabeth, by Katherine Anthony; 
Autobiography of Lincoln Steffens; The 
epic of America; George Washington, by 
Shelby Little; Napoleon, by Ludwig; Mi- 
crobe hunters; Crucibles, by Jaffe; The 
Adams family. These were popular in vary- 
ing degrees. 

We have found the plan very interesting 
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and satisfactory, and the people are always 

entreating us not to discontinue the talks. 
Bernice W. WIiEDEMANN, Librarian, 
Mitchell-Carnegie Public Library 


Harrisburg, Illinois 


An Invitation 
To School Librarians: 


Have you strengthened the list of school 
librarians by joining the School Libraries 
Section of the A. L. A.? Each one adds a 
link to this chain, and the chain is incomplete 
without you. 

The big meeting is coming soon. The ex- 
hibit booth will be expensive. We do need 
to be represented. Let each one help. If 
you are not a member, send in your fifty 
cents this very day and have your name 
added. If you are a member, check to see if 
you have paid your dues. Why not send in 
one dollar and pay for two years? 

Please send money to Miss Jasmine Brit- 
ton, 1205 West Pico Street, Los Angeles, 
California. 

Maupe Minster, Chairman, 
Membership Committee, 
A. L. A. School Libraries Section 


fn 
On Being Investigated 


Copies of the Trustees’ Organ for Febru- 
ary, 1933, containing an article on “Being 
Investigated—a Trustee’s Reactions,” may 
be secured at ten cents a copy from Margery 
C. Quigley, librarian, Free Public Library, 
Montclair, New Jersey. 


Have You Read It? 


“Economies in Public Libraries,” by 
Clarence E. Ridley and Orin F. Nolting, in 
the April, 1933, issue of Public Manage- 
ment is a timely article worth reading. 


FINAN 


Southeastern Library Association (Miss 
Beverly Wheatcroft, secretary-treasurer, 
401 State Capitol, Atlanta, Ga.) offers for 
sale: copies of Papers given at the 1926, 
1928, and 1930 meetings of the association 
and Papers and proceedings of the 1932 
meeting, at 25c each, sent with order. 

















